
VEX Robotics World Championship 
2017: 3rd place, Robot Skills Division 
2016: Science Division Champion, Arts  
Division Think Award, Spirit Division Build 
Award 
2015: Finalist, Science Division Amaze Award 
2014: 4th place, Engineering Division Build 
Award,  Arts Division Think Award

VEX Robotics State Championship
2014-17: Pennsylvania Champions

Experimentation and collaboration reign supreme in The Haverford 
School’s Robotics program. Budding engineers, scientists, and 
programmers in Grades 1-12 design, build, and program robots to perform 
tasks and play games.
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Teams test their final creations in competitions. 
Lower and Middle School students participate 
in FIRST LEGO League, a contest that revolves 
around science themes. Middle and Upper School 
students compete in VEX Robotics Challenges, 
ranging from engineering obstacles to game-
based competition. 
 
What we do
Our students gain important life experiences by 
doing something that is both difficult and fun. They 
learn that together, they can solve tough problems to 
create something from nothing. The boys experience 
a great sense of pride and accomplishment when 
their robot behaves the way it was designed. 

Who we are
The Ford Bots participate in the Junior FIRST 
LEGO League (Grades 1-3) and FIRST 
LEGO League (Grades 4-5) with “Gracious 
Professionalism” – an approach that encourages 
high-quality work, emphasizes the value of others, 
and respects individuals. This interdisciplinary 
competition incorporates research of a current 
event, problem solving, and robotic programming.

The Cavalry is composed of Haverford Middle 
and Upper School students who compete in the 
VEX and VEX IQ Robotics Tournaments as 
Team 169. They learn not only about science, 
technology, engineering, math, and design, but 
also teamwork, perseverance, and creativity.



“Robotics introduced me to the world of 
engineering. I was part of the pilot program for 
VEX Ambassadors and completed an independent 
study in C programming. I like creating solutions 
to complex problems.”   
– Chris

“Technically, your robot 
might do everything you’ve 
programmed it to do, but can it 
do it efficiently? We spend most 
of our time refining our designs. 
As in the real world, if you 
can’t adapt your product and 
respond quickly in competitive 
situations, you’re going to be left 
behind.” 
– Colin

Learn more at:

haverford.org/robotics
“I like the process of building; it’s a cycle, but there 
are also incremental improvements we make each 
time. It’s exciting!”   
– Safa

“Robotics has taught me time management, and 
I’ve also met new mentors and friends. My favorite 
part about robotics is figuring out a design that 
truly works - it requires a lot of trial and error.” 
– Scott


