
 
 

English I (Form III): Summer Reading  
 
We would like you to enjoy the book(s) you read this summer, and we chose the following list with that end in 

mind.  

 

Directions: Read at least one book from the list below. The book should be one you have not read before. Bring 

your copy of the book you read with you to school in September. We will use them during the first week of classes. 

While one book is required, we encourage you to read more.  
 
Ender’s Game, Orson Scott Card  
Intense is the word for Ender's Game. Aliens have attacked Earth twice and almost destroyed the human species. To 

make sure humans win the next encounter, the world government has taken to breeding military geniuses -- and then 

training them in the arts of war... The early training, not surprisingly, takes the form of 'games'... Ender Wiggin is a 

genius among geniuses; he wins all the games... He is smart enough to know that time is running out. But is he smart 

enough to save the planet? (Amazon.com review) ISBN: 978-0812550702 ($7.66)  
 
Friday Night Lights, H.G. Bissinger H.G.  
Bissinger, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, enters into the spirit of one of its most fervent shrines: Odessa, a city 

in decline in the desert of West Texas, where the Permian High School Panthers have managed to compile the [best] 

record in state annals. Indeed, as this breathtaking examination of the town, the team, its coaches, and its young 

players chronicles, the team, for better and for worse, is the town; the communal health and self-image of the latter 

is directly linked to the on-field success of the former. (Amazon.com review) ISBN: 978-0306824203 ($15.99)  
 
The Hate U Give, Angie Thomas  
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she was born and raised and her posh high 

school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is the only witness to the fatal 

shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her community. 

It could also get her killed. (Amazon.com description) ISBN: 978-0062871350 ($9.99)  
 
The Road, Cormac McCarthy  
Cormac McCarthy sets his novel, The Road, in a post-apocalyptic blight of gray skies that drizzle ash, a world in 

which all matter of wildlife is extinct, starvation is not only prevalent but nearly all-encompassing...McCarthy may 

have just set to paper the definitive vision of the world after nuclear war...Stealing across this horrific (and that's the 

only word for it) landscape are an unnamed man and his emaciated son, a boy probably around the age of ten. It is 

the love the father feels for his son, a love as deep and acute as his grief, that could surprise readers of McCarthy's 

previous work. (From a review by Dennis Lehane) ISBN: 978-0307387899 ($16.00)  
 


